
In today’s world of abundant 

information, there is usually ample 

supportive historical weather data to 

conclude the likelihood of damaging 

wind in a certain area on a certain day 

(time).  

The NWS is a good source, but there 

are others.  

1. Historical Weather History



• News Reports

• National Weather Service Reports

• Radar

• Buoy 

• Local Airports (METAR reports)

– Weather underground

• Companies that provide site specific reports on 

wind speed

– Benchmark

– Corelogic

– Compuweather

1. Historical Weather History



NWS Report

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/


NWS Report

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/


https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/climo/online/


Time Zone Conversion
The NWS historical weather radar is presented in UTC time.  UTC time is 

Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).  To convert UTC to Central Time 

Zone (CST) it is important to know if CST is in daylight savings time or 

not.  Daylight saving time in 2021 started on 3/14/2021 and ended on 

11/7/2021.  

To convert UTC to CST (daylight saving time) subtract 5 hour 

To convert UTC to CST (non-daylight saving time) subtract 6 hour

In this case, the tornado was reported at 12/16/2021 at 1:15 (UTC) am.  

This was not daylight savings time.  

Therefore, the central time would have been:

1:15 am - 6 hours = 24 + 1:15 – 6 = 19:15 CST on 12/15/2021

7:15 pm



https://metar-taf.com/

https://www.navlost.eu/metar/about/

Meteorological 

Terminal 

Air 

Report 

(METAR)

https://metar-taf.com/
https://www.navlost.eu/metar/about/


https://metar-taf.com/

https://www.navlost.eu/metar/about/

Meteorological 

Terminal 

Air 

Report 

(METAR)

https://metar-taf.com/
https://www.navlost.eu/metar/about/


https://metar-taf.com/explanation

https://metar-taf.com/explanation


https://www.wunderground.com/

https://www.wunderground.com/


https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/maps/radar/

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/maps/radar/


https://www.xa

ctware.com/st

ore/PRODUC

TS/Benchmar

k-Reports/1-

280.do

https://www.xactware.com/store/PRODUCTS/Benchmark-Reports/1-280.do


https://www.weather.gov/mpx/20180920_Severe_Weather

https://www.weather.gov/mpx/20180920_Severe_Weather
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https://www.weather.gov/pah/December-10th-11th-2021-Tornado

https://www.weather.gov/pah/December-10th-11th-2021-Tornado









